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Lily of the valley, bergamot, iris, neroli and lemongrass feature across new scented candles by Acqua di Parma, Diptyque and TrudonIllustration by Rikard Wahl

EDITOR’S LETTER

For this issue of The Blend, we celebrate no fewer than four 
centenaries. Last month, Chanel marked 100 years in the UK by 
restaging Nijinska’s one-act 1924 ballet, Le Train Bleu, in the 
spectacular surroundings of the new V&A East Storehouse, 
home to a mere fraction of the museum’s 2.8 million holdings. 
A spectacular contribution to the UK’s civic landscape, East 
Storehouse is also home to the Picasso curtain created for the 
original Ballets Russes production, which featured costumes by 
Gabrielle Chanel. For the anniversary performance, dancers 
from the English National Ballet were dressed in contemporary 
interpretations of their Jazz Age forebears, closing the circle 
on a century of Chanel’s style, which we explore in contributing 
editor Harriet Quick’s absorbing article on page 56.

For our second centenary, we turn to Wetzlar in Germany, 
home to Leica, the original and best 35mm camera that has 
successfully shrugged off the era of film to focus (sorry) 
largely, but not exclusively, on digital photography – at which 
its present line excels. The Blend dispatched Charlie Teasdale 
to discover what’s coming next from the brand. Turn to page 52.

Our third centenary? That belongs to Pedro García, the 
Alicante-based, family-owned shoemaker we celebrate in our 
story on the rise of the elevated flip-flop (p40). Sharing its 
100th birthday is Longines’ Spirit Zulu Time, the brand’s first 
watch capable of displaying two time zones. You can read all 
about the model launched to mark the occasion on page 20.

Finding, preserving and displaying objets d’art serves as a 
quintessential cornerstone of the jeweller’s craft, a process that 
unites the past with the present, and in the case of the examples 
we bring to these pages, the very future of the industry. You’ll find 
consulting editor Felix Bischof’s pick of the very best on page 64.

Finally, don’t miss our regular dispatch from the world of 
wellness and self-care, The Mend (page 31), where we investigate 
the powers of fermentation to aid good skin, and salute 10 years 
of Dr. Barbara Sturm’s groundbreaking Hyaluronic Serum.

BILL PRINCE, Editor-in-Chief, THE BLEND

1 Dr. Barbara Sturm celebrates 10 years 
of her pioneering serum (p39) 
Photograph by Cameron Bensley 
Dr. Barbara Sturm Hyaluronic Serum, 
from £265 (30ml) 

2 Sense check: Brazilian jewellery 
designer Fernando Jorge (p30) 
Photograph by Rory van Millingen 
Fernando Jorge Vertex collection 
necklace in yellow gold with white 
diamonds, POA

3 Van Cleef & Arpels pays tribute to 
flowers blooming further afield (p26) 
Photograph by Cameron Bensley 
Van Cleef & Arpels Fleurs d’Hawaï 
pendant necklace in yellow gold with 
peridots and diamonds, £16,000 
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