A sophisticated

take on country living
makes this

the place to be

By DAVID MASELLO
PHOTOGHRAHE EY PETER MARGONELLI
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WHILE MOST HOMEOWNERS

go shopping for furnishings and accessories, the owner of this Kent home
also went shopping for boulders. She recalls the architect, Allan Shope,
calling one day and asking her to meer hum along the side of a road 1n
Lichfield Counry. "I drove from our home in Westchester, where we were
then living, not knowing exactly what he wanted,” she recalls. "Bur he'd said
there had been an avalanche on a hillside and char the owner of the land
had offered Allan the chance to come and ger whatever he wanted, for free.
When I ot there, Allan told me to pick out my favorite boulders thar were
tumbled all over che hall”

Shope recognized the grade of stone and their hues as perfecr building
materials for the house he was designing for the couple Many of those
stones were used to fashion a massive fireplace and chimney in the living
arca, an archirecrural element the homeowner says, "appears to just nse up
from the carth” Indeed, che stone element appears so natral o che house
and landscape that moss and lichen sull peek out from edges. "The rocks
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were firced together like puzzle pieces” notes the homeowner. Other boulders
collecred thar day were used as hardscaping by the pool and as adornments
throughour the property. which comprises 214 acres.

When interior designer Eve Robinson first met the clients, she was a bic
startled by how they wanted ro live. The couple had established a working
vegerable farm I:Ihc:ugh the land 15 now devoted exclusrvely o growing
flowers). and they envistoned the rooms of their new home filling wich sheep
and chickens, as much as with family and friends. "As the design process went
on,” says Robinson, "their desire for finer chings prevailed” The animals were
welcome to roost and nest in comfortable quarters ourdoors. "The whole
project and idea kind of reminded me of the old TV show 'Green Acres,” says
the designer, “where sophisucaced homeowners have the idea o start a new
life in a small country town.”

These homeowners have enthusiastically embraced their new rural locale,
growing colorful anemones, peonies, roses, lilacs, hydrangeas, snapdrapons and
other flowers cypical w the Northease They and cherr statf ac whar 1s known
as Anderson Acres Farm, sell blooms o the Connecnicur Flower Collecoive
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Pops Of Color




Simply Btylish {rHie racze) Jerry Pair shelving is used in the mudroom,
where a Paola Lenti custom rug is placed atop porcelain floor tile from
Stone Source. Warm Welcome (oPPosSITE PAGE} The home's entry is
announced by Hervé Van der Strasten’s bronze pendant lamp through
Ralph Pucci and a rug from Judy Ross Textiles. Some 250 butterflies
adorn the wall, an art installation by Paul Villinski. A pair of Demiurgs Mew
York slipper chairs are covered in Mongolian lamb fur. See Resources.




