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oroducts collaborations

Four design firms share the inspiration behind their new collections

By Alissa Ponchione
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AB CONCEPT x GEBRUDER THONET VIENNA

The collaboration between Gebriider Thonet Vienna (GTV) and AB Concept started with a casual
call, which led “to a serendipitous moment for both parties,” says Ed Ng, who founded the Hong
Kong-based firm with Terence Ngan in 1999. Indeed, AB Concept had considered designing its own
chair to use in projects, and GTV was looking for guest designers to reinterpret its classic aesthetic.
“The collaboration felt like a natural progression for both of us,” Ng explains. The duo dove into the
GTV archives, studying iconic pieces and craftsmanship techniques that the Austrian company
had pioneered over the years. That immersive education was coupled with the pair’s own life in
Karuizawa, Japan, “which sparked a new level of inspiration and awareness of how nature could
create such an ever-changing scene that always seems harmonious,” Ng says. From that, the Hagu
chair was born. Translating to hug in English, its slim metal frame and plywood shell wraps users
like a cocoon. “It’s a great combination of elegance and practicality,” Ng adds, “celebrating the beauty
of merging tradition and contemporary design.”

ABCONCEPT.NET; GEBRUEDERTHONETVIENNA.COM

DAVID ROCKWELL x MAYA ROMANOFF

Longtime collaborators David Rockwell and Maya Romanoff joined forces once again on the Porto
wallcovering collection (shown here in Deco), which highlights a commitment to sustainability
thanks to its use of hand-laid cork, a rapidly renewable resource. Layered with luminous metallic
foil, the combination represents an unexpected marriage between an “organic and humble
material with something dramatic and luxurious,” says Rockwell Group founder David Rockwell.
Recently, the firm wrapped the private dining room walls at the forthcoming Metropolis
restaurant by chef Marcus Samuelsson, located in the soon-to-open Perelman Performing Arts
Center in New York, in the warm and inviting Lino pattern. “Our collaboration has allowed us to
think more like craftspeople and not like designers or architects,” he adds. “It is important to have
environments and objects that have handcrafted elements.”
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